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Dear Parents/Carers,  

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Once again at Glen Hills, we will be providing 
Christmas Dinner (complemented by a vegetarian 
alternative) on Wednesday 15th December. The 
last day to order Christmas Dinner is Sunday 5th 
December at 11.30pm via the order form on the 
SchoolPing app. Unfortunately, any child that has 
not had Christmas Dinner ordered for them by this 
date will need to please bring a packed lunch to 
school on this day as the School Kitchen needs to 
order the food well in advance.   

SCHOOL POST BOX 
The Christmas Post Box is up 
and running officially from the 
start of December this year.  
Children can use this to post 
letters to their friends around the 
school.  Names and classes need 
to be clearly written on the 
envelopes to help the post box 
fairies deliver on time!  

Please make sure all cards come into school with 
the children Wednesday 15th December this year to 
allow for them all to be handed out.  

 

LIBRARY CREW NEWS 

Miss Owczarek is very grateful to be able to start the 
Library Crew back up again! Many thanks to the 
pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 who have been 
volunteering each week to help keep the library in 
good working order. It has been wonderful to have 
such a large list of keen helpers on rota and to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hear children around the school eager to get their 
hands on our many books! This year we are working 
hard to ensure that children are becoming more 
comfortable with how to use the library as a valuable 
reading and research resource. 

 

TIMES TABLE ROCK STARS – ENGLAND 
ROCKS! 
During November, Glen Hills took part in the 
England Rocks Championship -  a competition over 
4 days. The challenge was to earn as many points 
as you could over this time playing fun times tables 
games on TT Rockstars. These children were our 
times table champions. Congratulations to: 
1st Julius – Year 5 
2nd Jayden – Year 4 
3rd Eva – Year 6 
You certainly showed Focus and Perseverance to 
become our school champions and we are very 
proud of you! 
Lots of children went onto TT Rockstars and played 
during the challenge which was great to see. It is a 
subscription that we pay for as a school for the 
children to practise their times tables in a fun way. 
Knowing these times tables facts quickly is very 
important in enabling them to progress in Maths. 
Please encourage your child(ren) to go on and play 
TT Rockstars on a phone, tablet or computer for 5 
minutes each day. It will make a huge difference to 
their progress and confidence. 

 

2021 



THE GREAT GLEN HILLS BAKE OFF 

On Wednesday 24th November, the first ever Great 
Glen Hills Bake Off took place. We were not quite 
sure how many cakes to 
expect and were amazed 
and so delighted when 
over 350 cakes arrived in 
school! Everyone had 
made such a big effort to 
take part and the cakes 
were so varied in size, 
colour, shape – in every 
way possible really! It was 
great to see so many 
families taking the 
opportunity to be part of 
this family learning event –weighing, measuring and 
creating alongside their children. Many thanks to our 
governors Mrs Smith and Dr Tully for judging – such 
a difficult task with so many amazing and varied 
entries. Congratulations to the Infant/4+ and Junior 
champions 2021 - Hugo and Caleb. Here are some 
of our lovely cakes! 

        

 
                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
UK PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE 
For the last five weeks, some of our mathematicians 
in Years 5 and 6 have been taking part in Maths and 
Munch on Wednesday lunchtime which has involved 
solving problems and completing fun maths puzzles 
with their friends (whilst eating their lunch!). They 
have been practising and preparing to take part in 
the UK Primary Maths Challenge which they did on 
Thursday 18th November. Twenty of our children 
took part in this challenge. They worked really hard 
and enjoyed solving some very challenging 
problems. They will find out their results in the New 
Year. A huge well done to all those who took part - 
you showed Focus, Good Thinking and really did 
‘Go the Extra Mile’ to compete and practise for the 
challenge. 
 

2021 FESTIVE HOLIDAY FUN DAYS 
Football & Fitness will be running Fun Days at Glen 
Hills over the Xmas holidays. There will be a range 
of sporting activities on offer as well as Street 
Dance, Gymnastics, Arts & Crafts & more! Booking 
forms have been sent home with children.  If you 
have not received a form, please contact Steve 
Fenton on 07738 920229, Lee Harriman on 07745 
649 804 or email footballandfitness@icloud.com.  

Book before Monday 6th December to receive your 

early booking discount. Free places are also 
available for children who receive benefits related to 
Free School Meals. Please note places available per 
course are limited so book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

GH is hosting a Christmas Jumper Day on 
Wednesday 8th December. Dress in your 
festive best if you wish to!   

 

SICKNESS 

Just a polite reminder, children 
who have been sick (vomited) or 
had diarrhoea need to be kept off 
school for at least 24 hours after  
last being sick to ensure they are 
not passing on their bugs to others. Our school 
policy states this clearly.   

FIRST TIME ADMISSIONS TO OUR 4+ 

If you have a child who was born between 1st 
September 2017 and 31st August 2018 (inclusive) 
and have not already applied online for a place at 
Glen Hills for them, you MUST DO SO BY 
JANUARY 15th 2022. Last year, some parents were 
unaware that they had to apply for a place, believing 
that if you were in the catchment area, you 
automatically got a place for your child. This is NOT 
the case and all parents must apply. Similarly, if you 
know anyone who will have a child starting here next 
September who won’t receive this newsletter, please 
let them know! It looks like we will be up to our 
intake limit once again; don’t leave it too late! 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL BIKE RACKS 

Thank you for all those that supported the Student 
Council Bike trail - we raised £74 which will go 
towards being able to buy new bike racks. Fruit 
Shack will continue to run on Wednesdays and 
Fridays and we want to take this opportunity to thank 
the Student Council who are doing an excellent job 
of running the shack. A reminder to parents that 
items of fruit cost 10p an item.  

Litter picking has also begun in school.  It started as 
a small house competition and now has moved into 
a Litter Picking Club – and the children love it! Those 
who have volunteered their time are doing a 
fantastic job, they get to wear hi-vis jackets (making 
themselves look very official) and cause quite a stir 
and interest when out on the school 
playgrounds. We do lots of work with our children on 
respecting not only each other and themselves, but 
our school grounds and building as well.  

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

Bring a little sparkle and festive cheer this year! Glen 
Hills Primary School PSA has joined the ‘Parentkind’ 
raffle as we are not able to run our yearly Christmas 
Shopping Night. There are 12 draws, one each day, 
from the 13th December 2021 so there are 12 
chances to win.  Tickets cost just £3 and prizes 



range up to £5,000! Tickets are limited so once 
they’re gone…they’re gone!  
 
To buy tickets, please visit bigptaraffle.co.uk and 
search for Glen Hills Primary School PSA. 
 

CLOTHING AND TEMPERATURES IN SCHOOL 

May we please ask that all children bring labelled 
coats/jumpers into school now the weather has 
changed, as the children go out to play daily and 
many are without warm coats? With the 
temperatures dropping, please remember that 
children are also able to bring in extra layers due to 
the increased ventilation within the school building 
due to Covid19 regulations. We are trying our 
hardest to balance temperatures within school to 
ensure the classrooms are comfortable, whilst also 
ensuring we follow ventilation guidelines.  School 
have recently purchased some additional heating 
units to support this, whilst also keeping our heating 
on full time to prevent temperatures dropping too 
much.  

SNOW  
Thought we’d get in early with this one!  We will 
always try to stay open but if there is an abnormal 
snowfall overnight then we will go for a delayed start 
of 10.00 a.m. unless there is no other 
option but to close. In all cases, please 
listen to Radio Leicester for 
information or, very simply, check 
out our Twitter site 
(@GlenHillsSchool) or our 
school app. Please do not 
phone the school as the lines 
get far too busy! If school were to 
close for more than a day due to snow, we would 
provide online learning from Day 2 of the closure via 
Google Classroom.  

SHARING OUR SUPERSTAR MOMENTS FROM 
HOME 

We would like to celebrate 
Grace, Nova & Eira from Year 3 
for taking part in a Cheerleading 
competition on Saturday 27th 
November with their team 
‘Capital Cheer’.  They were 
superstars and achieved a 
perfect 1st Place!  Wow!  Their 
performance was amazing! Well 
done girls, everyone at school 

and home are so very proud of you. 

 

PHONING IN FOR ABSENCE 

Can we remind parents they MUST phone in and 
leave a message with the office if their child is 
poorly and absent from school.  Please ensure we 
are informed. Some parents forget this important call 
but it is a vital part of safeguarding our children.  We 
try really hard to safeguard every child so please 
help us to ensure children are accounted for.  We 
can spend up to TWO HOURS a day trying to 
locate children which is a huge drain on 
resources/time spent in school.  

 

NO DOGS 

Please remember no dogs are to be brought onto 
the school premises at any point in the day – 
whether walking on a lead or being carried by their 
owners.  

SCHOOL ROOF REPAIRS 

We are delighted to inform you that we are in a 
position to proceed with our school roof repairs. The 
work is scheduled to begin on the 10th January 2022 
with an estimated completion date of 29th April 2022. 
Contractors will be on site Monday through to Friday, 
between the hours 8am to 4.30pm. It is not 
anticipated that they will be working weekends at 
this stage.   

We apologise now for any inconvenience caused to 
you during this time and thank you for your 
patience. If you do have any queries, please contact 
the School Office, School Business Manager and/or 
Site Manager.  

FOOTBALL KIT SPONSORS 
We are looking for local businesses to sponsor 
our school football team. If anyone knows of any 
potential sponsors, please can you contact the 
office and ask to speak to our School Business 
Manager.  

CHRISTMAS DATES 

Wednesday 8th December – Christmas Jumper 
Day.  Wear your festive best to school if you want!  

Thursday 9th December – PSA Christmas Discos.  
See SchoolPing for more information.  Infants and 
four plus (5:45pm to 6.45pm), Juniors (7pm to 
8pm).All children will need to be collected by a 
supervising adult at the end of the event. As a visitor 
to the school hall, school requests all adults wear a 
mask for the time they are in the school building, 
unless exempt for medical reasons.  

Monday 13th December – PSA Carol Singing. 
Meet outside the hall at 6pm.  Wrap up and bring 
your best voices! In the event of adverse weather 
conditions, we will communicate any cancellations 
as soon as possible.  

Wednesday 15th December – Christmas Dinner 
Day (see paragraph for further information on page 
1).  

 

HOLIDAY DATES 

May we remind you that we close for Christmas on 
the evening of Friday 17th December 2021. 
Children will return on Tuesday 4th  January 2022. 

 
Thanks for your continued support during a 
rather busy and hectic term and a happy 
Christmas and New Year to you all! We hope that 
you all manage to celebrate this year and stay 
safe over the Christmas period.  
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Wesley 
Head Teacher 
 

Miss Smith 
Deputy Head 
 
 



 

 

 
 

A Christmas Message from our Chair of Governors 

	

	

	

‘Next	year	has	to	be	easier,’	we	all	said	at	the	end	of	
2020…..how	 wrong	 we	 were!	 It	 has	 been	 another	
rollercoaster	of	a	year	for	all	of	us.			

The	year	started	off	with	the	majority	of	our	children	
being	 home	 schooled	 for	what	 ended	 up	 being	most	
of	the	Spring	term.		It	was	tough.		I,	like	many	of	you,	
juggled	 home	 schooling	 with	 working	 and	 the	 daily	
demands	 of	 family	 life.	 	 Our	 staff	 and	 children	 (and	
parents	 and	 carers!)	 had	 to	 quickly	 get	 to	 grips	with	
new	methods	 of	 teaching	 and	 technology,	 telephone	
calls	 home	became	a	 regular	 form	of	 communication	
and	we	 all	 got	 used	 to	 ‘Google	Meets’.	 	 As	 a	 school,	
the	 whole	 community	 adapted	 brilliantly.	 	 The	 staff	
rose	to	the	challenge	and	their	dedication	to	providing	
our	 children	 with	 the	 education	 they	 deserve	 shone	
through	 as	 they	 were	 superbly	 led	 by	 our	 senior	
leadership	team.	

When	 the	 children	 returned	 in	March,	 the	 focus	was	
twofold;	 catching	 up	 on	 ‘lost’	 education	 and	
prioritising	 the	wellbeing	of	our	children.	 	Every	child	
is	 an	 individual	 -	 some	 adapted	 back	 into	 the	 school	
environment	seamlessly,	others	did	not	-	but	that	was	
alright	-	the	school	was	prepared	and	ready	to	try	and	
support	 everyone	 -	 both	 adults	 and	 children.	 	We	 all	
agree	that	school	 is	the	best	place	for	our	children	to	
learn	 and	 the	 staff	 work	 tirelessly	 to	 ensure	 our	
children	thrive	in	a	happy	and	safe	environment.	

As	 we	 come	 to	 the	 end	 of	 another	 year	 (is	 it	 really	
Christmas	already?),	we	should	all	be	incredibly	proud	
of	the	resilience	and	hard	work	we	have	shown	to	‘get	
through’	 this	 year.	 	 Thank	 you	 for	 supporting	 your	
children	at	home	when,	no	doubt,	you	have	also	faced	
your	own	difficult	times.	 	As	Christmas	approaches,	 it	
is	 wonderful	 to	 see	 such	 a	 packed	 programme	 of	
events	return	this	year.	Thank	you	to	the	PSA	and	the	
staff	 for	 your	 creativity	 in	 ensuring	 these	 events	 go	
ahead	within	our	safety	protocols.			

On	 behalf	 of	 the	 governors,	 I	 wish	 you	 all	 a	 happy	
Christmas	and	a	healthy	New	Year.	

Next	year	has	to	be	easier………		

Caroline	Smith		

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	



 


