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A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust that al-

lows magma, hot ash and gases to escape. Magma 

is molten rock - rock that is so hot it has turned into liquid. 

When magma reaches the surface of the Earth it is called 

lava and comes out of the volcano as a volcanic eruption, 

along with gases and ash.  

There are 3 different  categories of volcano: active, 

dormant and extinct.  

The earth’s crust is made up of large sections called      

tectonic plates. When two of these plates rub against 

each other, it causes shock waves on the earth’s surface 

which cause an earthquake. Earthquakes are measured on 

the Richter Scale. Many earth quakes happen in the part of 

the world known as the Pacific Rim. Countries such as         

Japan have frequent earthquakes and ensure that build-

ings are earthquake proof. 

A hurricane is a large rotating storm with high speed winds 

that forms over warm waters in tropical areas. Hurri-

canes can have wind speeds of up to 200mph. They have  

an area of low air pressure in the centre called the eye . 

Hurricanes can rip up trees,,buildings and bridges and can 

cause devastation over a wide area. As well as strong 

winds, they often bring heavy rain and flooding. A hurri-

cane in the southern hemisphere is called a cyclone.  

A tsunami Is a Japanese word meaning ‘Harbour wave’. A 

tsunami is a large wave that is usually caused by an earth-

quake or volcano eruption under the ocean. They often 

begin in the deepest ocean and get taller as they travel 

towards land. Tsuanmis can be hundreds of feet tall and 

travel at speeds of up to 500mph at sea but slow down to 

30-40 mph as they approach land.  

How are we affecting ouir 

world? 

Actions that humans take can 

have an impact on our planet 

Global warming—The world is becoming warmer because 

of the greenhouse gases that we release into the atmos-

phere. Scientists believe that this is causing our climate to 

change. As the world becomes warmer, the ice caps will 

melt and some islands will become submerged below the 

water. We may also experience more violent storms which 

will lead to flooding and damage to property. 

Deforestation—Many of the world’s forests are being cut 

down as the land is needed for homes and to grow food. 

When the forests are gone, the tree roots no longer hold 

the soli together and it gets washed away. Rainforests such 

as  those in Brazil and Indonesia play a vital part in provid-

ing oxygen as well as many plants that are used for medi-

cines. 


