
Glen	Hills	Primary	School	Medium	Term	Planning	 	 	 	 Year	3		 Geography		

Year	3	

 
Year	3	SAS	Key	Learning	Objectives:	
i) I can name and locate counties and cities of the UK. 
ii) I can begin to locate different countries on a World Map and link this to ‘where our food comes 
from’. 
iii) I can identify the position and significance of the Equator, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. 
iv) I can learn about the differences and similarities between countries, regarding their distance 
from the UK, distance from the equator, population, temperature and rainfall. 
v) I can identify human and physical characteristics of the United Kingdom. 
vi) I can sort / discuss the human and physical features of the city I live in. 
vii) I can understand key aspects of settlements and land use. 
viii) I can use globes, atlases and maps to identify studied regions. 
ix) I can use four-figure grid references. 
x) I can discuss the impact of food miles on the environment. 
xi) I can devise an aerial map and a basic key. 
xii) I can observe, measure, record and present features of the local area using a range of methods 
and expressing my own opinions. 
 

GDS	Learning	Outcomes:	
i) I can use maps to locate counties, cities and countries of the World. 
ii) I can identify the position and significance of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 
iii) I can identify geographical regions of the UK. 
iv) I can begin to understand key aspects of climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 
v) I can consider similarities and differences between human and physical geography in different 
climate zones. 
vi) I can express my own opinions about different environments, including human impact on climate 
change. 
vii) I can use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human and physical features using 
sketching, maps, plans, graphs or digital technologies. 
viii) I can devise an aerial map with landmarks and symbols in a key. 

Cultural	Capital:	
Awareness	of	their	local	
area	and	the	things	it	
has	to	offer.	
	
Understanding	of	
human	impact	on	the	
local	area.	
	
Consideration	of	others	
and	advantages	/	
disadvantages	of	living	
in	a	city.	
	
Knowledge	of	how	to	
use	maps	and	atlases.	
	

British	Values:	
	
Respect-	Know	and	
understand	that	
people	live	in	different	
places	for	different	
reasons.	Show	respect	
for	the	local	area	and	
the	world.	
	
Individual	Liberty-		
Understand	each	of	us	
have	the	freedom	to	
make	our	own	choices	
and	live	where	we	
want	to.	

Cross	Curricular	Links:	
Art-	Papier	mache	models		
ICT-	PowerPoint	presentation	of	landmarks	in	Leicester	
History-	Link	to	Romans	and	reasons	for	Leicester	being	a	
settlement		

Reading:	
Michael	Murpurgo-	The	Fox	King	

Resources:	
PowerPoints	
Maps/Atlases	
Cardboard/Kitchen	Roll	
PVA	glue/Paint		
Internet/computers	
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Pictures	of	landmarks	
	

Why	is	Leicester	a	good	place	to	live?	
SAS	Key	Learning	
Objective	
(Outcomes)	

Lesson	Objective	 Retrieval	Task	 Teaching	Input	and	Activities	 Challenge		 Vocabulary	

	 	 TRIGGER	
ASSESSMENT	

What	do	we	learn	about	in	Geography?	
What	have	you	learnt	before?	
What	do	you	know	already	about	
Leicester?	

	 	
	
	

i) I can name and locate 
counties and cities of the 
UK. 

	
v) I can identify human and 
physical characteristics of 
the United Kingdom. 

	
viii) I can use globes, atlases 
and maps to identify 
studied regions. 
 
i) I can use maps to locate 
counties, cities and 
countries of the World. 

	
iii) I can identify 
geographical regions of the 
UK. 

	

I	can	locate	
Leicester	and	
other	major	
cities	on	a	map	
of	the	UK.	
	
I	can	use	N,	S,	E	
and	W.	

Name	some	
oceans	and	
continents.		
Which	country	
is	Leicester	in.	
	
KO-	look	at	the	
UK	map	part	of	
KO-	2	minutes	
to	remember	
as	many	parts	
of	UK,	capital	
cities	and	other	
big	cities.	1	min	
write	on	WBs.	

Place	Leicester	and	other	major	cities	on	a	
map	of	the	UK	–look	at	cities	which	are	North,	
South,	East	and	West	of	Leicester	(Physical	
representation		-	Use	string	on	floor	to	outline	
shape	of	UK	and	objects	/	pics	to	represent	
Leicester	and	other	cities)	Discuss	N,S,E,	W	of	
Leicester)	Take	photo	for	evidence	.	Use	
atlases	–	find	other	cities,	countries	
Children	use	atlases	to	complete	Geography	
Quiz.	
Link	to	History	Roman	topic	and	look	at	
initial	reasons	for	Leicester	being	a	
settlement.	What	would	settlers	have	looked	
for?	
	

Use	atlases	to	
find	regions,	
counties	
rivers,	
mountains	
etc		

UK	(United	
Kingdom)	
Map	
City	
River	
Mountain		
Hills	
Coast		
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v) I can identify human 
and physical 
characteristics of the 
United Kingdom. 
 
vi) I can sort / discuss the 
human and physical 
features of the city I live 
in. 
	
viii) I can use globes, 
atlases and maps to 
identify studied regions. 
	
v) I can consider 
similarities and 
differences between 
human and physical 
geography in different 
climate zones. 
	
vii) I can use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
human and physical 
features using sketching, 
maps, plans, graphs or 
digital technologies. 
	

I	can	learn	about	
the	physical	and	
human	features	
of	Leicester.	

Name	some	
cities	in	the	UK.	
	
KO-	Match	the	
Key	vocabulary	
to	the	
definition	

What	does	Leicester	look	like	from	the	sky?	
	
Discuss	what	human	and	physical	features	
means.	Look	at	these	features	with	the	UK.	
	
Discuss	does	Leicester	have	all	of	these	
features?	Why	do	you	think	they	do	or	don’t?	
Go	through	PowerPoint	with	examples	of	
features.		
	
Use	Google	Earth.	Label	and	print	out	picture	
to	show	features.		
	
Sort	physical	/	human	features	of	
Leicestershire	area.	
Add	some	extra	details	to	explain.	
e.g.	Bardon	Hill	is	natural	and	was	made	
by	the	shape	of	the	Earth	millions	of	years	
ago.	
	

What	does	
human	and	
physical	
mean?	
	
Think	of	
similarities	
and	
differences	
between	
human	and	
physical	
features	in	
Leicester	
and	St	Lucia	

physical	
human	
feature	
	
Rivers	
Hills	
Canal	
Open	spaces	
Farmland	
Quarry	
Buildings	
Roads		

viii) I can use globes, 
atlases and maps to 
identify studied regions. 
 
ix) I can use four-figure 
grid references. 
	
	

I	can	use	4	figure	
grid	references.	

What	Human	
and	Physical	
features	would	
you	find	in	St.	
Lucia.	
What	famous	

Teach	how	to	use	4	figure	grid	references.	
PowerPoint.	
	
Children	work	out	the	four	figure	grid	
reference	of	landmarks	on	their	map	of	from	
a	map	given	to	them.	Use	the	symbols	in	the	
key	to	work	out	where	the	landmarks	are	and	

Label	land	
use	on	an	
aerial	map	of	
Glen	Parva.	
What	human	
and	physical	
features	can	

Landmark	
4	figure	grid	
reference	
Globe	
Maps		
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landmarks	are	
in	Leicester?	-	
KO	link	

write	the	four	figure	grid	reference	for	them.	
Then	find	the	four	figure	given	to	them	and	
work	out	what	is	there.		
	
Send	Homework	for	next	week-	What	do	
people	need	to	live?	Why	did	your	family	
choose	to	live	in	Leicester?	Have	they	
always	lived	in	Leicester?	Did	ancestors	
move	here	for	any	reasons	(migrations,	
jobs	etc)?	

they	find?	
What	are	the	
four	figure	
grid	
reference?	
	

vi) I can sort / discuss the 
human and physical 
features of the city I live 
in. 
 
xi) I can devise an aerial 
map and a basic key. 
 
xii) I can observe, 
measure, record and 
present features of the 
local area using a range 
of methods and 
expressing my own 
opinions. 
 
	
vi) I can express my own 
opinions about different 
environments, including 
human impact on 
climate change. 
 
vii) I can use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 

I	can	find	out	
what	changes	
have	encouraged	
people	to	move	
to	Leicester.	

What	is	an	
aerial	view?	

Discuss	how	Leicester	has	evolved	over	time	
(diversity,	transport	links,	close	to	the	
motorway,	job	opportunity,	industry,	culture	
of	city	and	museums.		
	
What	makes	a	place	a	good	place	to	live?	
Discuss	findings	from	homework	set	last	
week.		
Which	features	are	the	most	important	to	
make	people	want	to	live	there?	
Children	to	design	their	own	city	on	a	grid.	
Children	to	add	their	own	grid	reference.		
	
Give	children	a	list	of	words	with	different	
categories	of	things	they	could	include,	e.g.	
Transport-	Train	station,	bus	station,	Taxis,	
roads.		
Leisure-	Swimming	pool,	library,	park	
Shops-	sweet	shop,	McDonalds,	clothes	shop	
	
What	do	you	think	is	the	most	important	job?	

Explain	why	
they	have	
chosen	the	
features	
they	have	
and	not	
others	in	
detail.		

WWII	
Industry	
Location	
Multi-
cultural	
Historical	
factors	
Transport	
links	
Diversity	
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record and present 
human and physical 
features using sketching, 
maps, plans, graphs or 
digital technologies. 
	

	
Do	they	need	all	of	the	features	and	
landmarks	listed	in	their	city?	
	
Children	to	create	a	key	for	the	features	they	
have	included	in	their	city.		

viii) I can use globes, 
atlases and maps to 
identify studied regions. 
 
vi) I can sort / discuss the 
human and physical 
features of the city I live 
in. 
	
viii) I can devise an 
aerial map with 
landmarks and symbols 
in a key.	

I	can	find	out	
about	famous	
Leicester	
landmarks.	

What	does	
Physical	and	
Human	
features	mean?	
Can	you	give	
examples?	

Research	images	and	make	a	PowerPont	
presentation	about	Leicester	–	ICT	
	
What	Landmarks	do	you	see	in	Leicester?	
Why	do	these	landmarks	make	Leicester	a	
good	place	to	live?	

Justify	
reasons	for	
choosing	
which	
Landmarks	
make	
Leicester	a	
good	place	
to	live.		

Landmarks	

vi) I can sort / discuss the 
human and physical 
features of the city I live 
in. 
 
xii) I can observe, 
measure, record and 
present features of the 
local area using a range 
of methods and 
expressing my own 
opinions. 
	

I	can	discuss	the	
advantages	and	
disadvantages	of	
living	in	a	city.	

What	did	we	
learn	about	in	
Geography	so	
far?	

Discuss	what	features	are	found	in	Leicester.		
Why	would	people	want	to	live	in	Leicester?	
e.g.	Landmarks,	jobs	available,	housing,	
family,	transport	
	
Why	would	you	not	want	to	live	in	Leicester?	
e.g.	no	beach/seaside,	pollution,		
	
Split	the	class	in	half.	One	half	to	debate	living	
in	a	city	like	Leicester	is	better.	Other	half	to	
debate	living	in	the	countryside	is	better.		
Give	children	time	in	pairs	to	come	up	with	
pros	of	living	in	Leicester/Countryside.		
Give	children	pictures	with	prompts	of	

Argue	against	
other	side’s	
argument	and	
respond	to	
their	ideas.		
	
Compare	
with	living	
in	a	
country/city	
you	have	
been	to	or	
St.	Lucia	

Countryside	
Pollution	
debating	



Glen	Hills	Primary	School	Medium	Term	Planning	 	 	 	 Year	3		 Geography		

Year	3	

landmarks	and	features	found	in	both	to	help	
them.		
Children	to	then	debate	by	taking	turns	to	
state	reason	and	justify.		

	 	 	 End	of	topic	assessment.		 	 	

	
	


