
Glen Hills Primary School Medium Term Planning Art

SAS Key Learning Objectives:
Generating Ideas
1.I can explore and develop my own ideas through practical activities.
2.I can use some of the ideas, techniques and subject matter of other
artists’ work to create my own artwork.
3.I am beginning to use a sketchbook to explore some of the formal
elements of art and record my own observations.

Making
1.I can experiment with a range of materials and processes and choose
which to use for a given purpose according to the qualities I notice.
2.I can develop and exercise more control over the materials I use.
(see Making grid for further objectives)

Evaluating
1.I can sometimes adapt and improve my own work.
2.I can express preferences when looking at others’ work giving simple
reasons.

Knowledge and Understanding
1.I know that different forms of creative work are made by artists,
designers and craftspeople and am beginning to know more about
them.
2.I can name the tools, materials and techniques I have been taught
and am beginning to talk about some formal elements of art using an
expanding vocabulary.

Cultural Capital:

Understanding self
portraits and different
expressions shown/what
the artist is trying to tell us
and their varying
backgrounds.

British Values:

Rule of Law/Responsibility
Making sure that work is carried out safely
with regard to others in the room.

Respect
Having respect for everyone else’s designs
and sketches. Being positive about
everyone’s achievements and giving value
to all contributions.

Tolerance
Discuss varying backgrounds, expressions
and what artists are trying to convey.

Individual Liberty
They have personal freedoms within their
creativity when designing.

Cross Curricular Links:
History - Bonfire Night
History - Great Fire of London

Reading:
Non-fiction texts on Great
Fire of London/Samuel
Pepys.

Resources:

Paper
HB Pencils
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Non-fiction texts used on
Guy Fawkes and
Gunpowder Plot.

Paints
Wax crayons
Black paper/sugar paper
Felt tips
Pastels
Pencil crayons
Scissors
Glue

SAS Key Learning
Objective (Outcomes)

Lesson Objective Retrieval Task Teaching Input and Activities Challenge Vocabulary

3.I am beginning to use a
sketchbook to explore some of
the formal elements of art and
record my own observations.
2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the
materials I use.
I can experiment with a variety
of drawing tools – pencils,
chalks, crayons, felt tips, pens,
oil pastels (line) (shape)
(space) (colour)
I can draw people and faces
showing some expressions and
beginning to use more accurate
proportions. (line) (shape)
(space) (colour)
I can add more detail to
pictures, creating different

I can sketch facial
features.

Warm up task in
sketchbooks - draw
different shapes and
lines. Experiment with
holding the pencil in
different places and
pressing firmly and
lightly to create dark
and faint lines.

Look at photographs of people’s facial
features. Talk about the shapes of
different features and the types of
lines used to make those shapes.
Demonstrate how to look carefully at
the pictures and try to copy the exact
shapes (rather than what you think a
feature looks like).
Children copy features in their
sketchbooks. Add details they can see
in the pictures using lighter pencil
marks that the outline shape where
appropriate(e.g. lines on lips, freckles
on nose, etc)
Encourage discussion in partners.
Which drawings represent the best
likeness? Why? Make suggestions to
each other as to how to improve.

Repeat the same
feature, attempting
to improve the
likeness.

Facial features
Observational
drawing
Dark, faint,
pale
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tones by applying different
amounts of pressure and
beginning to use the side of a
pencil to add shading (tone)
1.I can sometimes adapt and
improve my own work.
2.I can express preferences
when looking at others’ work
giving simple reasons.
2.I can use some of the ideas,
techniques and subject matter
of other artists’ work to create
my own artwork.
2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the
materials I use.
I can experiment with a variety
of drawing tools – pencils, ...oil
pastels (line) (shape) (space)
(colour)
I can draw people and faces
showing some expressions and
beginning to use more accurate
proportions. (line) (shape)
(space) (colour)
I can look carefully when
drawing from observation,
beginning to produce a more
accurate likeness. (line)
(shape) (space) (colour)
(tone)
1.I can sometimes adapt and
improve my own work.
1.I know that different forms
of creative work are made by

I can draw a
self-portrait using oil
pastels

What is a self-portrait?
What are the features
of a face? What are oil
pastels and what do
they feel like to draw
with?
AND/OR
Use oil pastels to draw
an eye to remind about
the qualities of the
medium.

Look at some portraits showing
different expressions:
Megan Coyle    Ephraim       Zlatina

Rubenstein  Ivanova

Amrita                Gustav
Sher-Gil              Corbett

What do you notice about the
expressions on the subjects’ faces?
What are the artists trying to tell us
about the subject? Which features of
the face are showing the expression?
Children use mirrors to look at their
own different expressions.

Layer colours of oil
pastels to create
more accurate
colours.

portrait
self-portrait
expression
features
background
oil-pastel
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artists, designers and
craftspeople and am beginning
to know more about them.

Children choose the expression that
they want to portray in their portrait.
(Perhaps this could be linked to how
they are feeling about starting in Year
2) Make the expression in the mirror
and practise drawing the shape of
their mouth in their sketchbooks. Try
in pencil and in oil pastel.

Demonstrate how to draw the features
in the correct positions. (eyes half way
up etc:

)
Children draw the face shape and
main features faintly in pencil.
Encourage them to keep looking in the
mirror and to change shapes if
necessary to refine their picture.
Talk about the colours of their skin
and features. Demonstrate how to
colour the face and add more detail
using the oil pastels.
(Finish in next lesson.)
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2.I can use some of the ideas,
techniques and subject matter
of other artists’ work to create
my own artwork.
2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the
materials I use.
I can mix media to create
effects e.g. wax resist (colour)
(texture) (line)
Brush skills - I can hold a
paintbrush appropriately; I can
load paint onto the brush
successfully;
1.I can sometimes adapt and
improve my own work.
2.I can express preferences
when looking at others’ work
giving simple reasons.
2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.

I can talk about my
own work and what I
want to improve.
I can create a
background for my
self-portrait.

How do you know
where to position the
features on a portrait?
Talk to a partner and
draw a quick diagram
of the method in
sketchbooks.

Look at own self-portraits. What do
you think you’ve done well? What
looks like you? Have you captured the
emotion? Which colours match your
features best? What can you improve
upon when finishing your portrait?
Finish portraits.

Background
Look back at the artists’ portraits from
last lesson. What colours are in the
background? Which colours do you
like/think work well?
Choose a colour and paint a colour
wash background. What do you notice
about the way the colour wash
interacts with the oil pastel?

Choose a colour
that reflects the
emotion in the
portrait.

Background
Colour wash

2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.

I can create a colour
wheel.

(2021- Children
have missed out on
learning about
colour wheels in
Year 1 due to
lockdown etc so

What is a colour
wheel? Which are the
primary colours?
Which are the
secondary colours?

Show a blank colour wheel and
demonstrate painting on the primary
colours. What colours are missing in
the gaps? How can we make those
colours?
Demonstrate mixing the secondary
colours and fill in the gaps on the
colour wheel.

Primary
colours
Secondary
colours
Colour wheel
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this may need to be
more from scratch.

I don’t know if you
will normally have
time to do this
lesson. If not this
year, combine it
with the warm/cool
colours lesson.
If not in other
years, hopefully the
children won’t need
it and it can just be
a quick recap in the
warm/cool colours
lesson.)

Children draw, colour and label their
own colour wheel in their
sketchbooks.

2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.
I can identify and use warm
and cool colours.

I can sort warm and
cool/cold colours

Recap colour wheel.
Which are primary
colours? How do you
mix secondary
colours?

Introduce warm and cool/cold
colours. Can they guess which are
called warm and which are called cool
(or cold) colours? Why do they think
they are named as such?
Stick a mini colour wheel into the
centre of a double page of sketchbook.
Label warm and cool sides. Sort
photocopied images (of
paintings/photos/objects), paint
mixing cards, wallpaper offcuts on the
correct side. Add their own colours
too using pens, crayons, pastels.

Primary
colours
Secondary
colours
Colour wheel
Warm colours
Cool/cold
colours
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1.I can explore and develop my
own ideas through practical
activities.
3.I am beginning to use a
sketchbook to explore some of
the formal elements of art and
record my own observations.
2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the
materials I use.
I can experiment with a variety
of drawing tools – pencils, ...oil
pastels (line) (shape) (space)
(colour)
I can experiment with different
types, thicknesses and shades of
line (e.g. dark, light, wide,
narrow, horizontal, vertical,
wavy, curved and straight
lines).  (tone)
I can consistently choose
colours for a purpose,
including matching them to the
environment.
I can identify and use warm
and cool colours.
2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.

I can create an oil
pastel picture using
warm and cool
colours.

Look at the oil pastels
and sort them into
warm and cool colours.

Look at photos of sunsets in St Lucia.
What do they notice about the
colours? (warm and cool)
Practise drawing different lines in
pencil in their sketchbooks in pencil
-straight, curvy, wavy, small and large
zigzags, horizontal, vertical, diagonal
etc. Teacher led at first, then their own
ideas.
Draw a sunset design on paper and
colour with warm and cool coloured
oil pastels. (Children choose portrait
or landscape and whether they outline
their colours with black or not.)

Try out 2 designs in
pencil before
choosing which to
do as their final
piece.

Line - straight,
curvy, zigzag,
wavy,
horizontal,
vertical,
diagonal,
Oil pastels
Warm colours
Cool colours
Portrait/lands
cape

Year 2 Autumn term



Glen Hills Primary School Medium Term Planning Art

3.I am beginning to use a
sketchbook to explore some of
the formal elements of art and
record my own observations.
1.I can experiment with a
range of materials and
processes and choose which to
use for a given purpose
according to the qualities I
notice.
I can experiment with a variety
of drawing tools – pencils,
chalks, crayons, felt tips, pens,
oil pastels (line) (shape)
(space) (colour)
I can mix media to create
effects e.g. wax resist (colour)
(texture) (line)
2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.

I can experiment
with the process of
wax resist, testing
out different
materials and
colours

Name the drawing
materials on offer -
wax crayons, pencil
crayons, oil pastels
What is the process of
wax resist? (Can they
remember from
previous years? Done
in 4+ but more
simplistically.)

Explain that they are going to test out
different materials  (oil pastels, pencil
crayons, wax crayons and thicker and
thinner wash) and colours to see
which will work best to make a wax
resist firework picture.
Demonstrate how to draw a small
shape (in sketchbook) with one of the
materials and then paint over it to see
if the colour shows through.
Children try out different colours and
materials in sketchbook. Encourage
them to talk about what they are
discovering.
Which media/colours show through
the most? Why do you think that is?
Does that mean you will always want
to use the colours that show up the
most or might other colours be useful
for different purposes?

Can you annotate
your experiments?

Wax resist
Colour wash
Experiment
Wax crayons
Oil pastels

1.I can explore and develop my
own ideas through practical
activities.
3.I am beginning to use a
sketchbook to explore some of
the formal elements of art and
record my own observations.
2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the

I can create a wax
resist firework
picture

Look back at their
sketchbooks from last
lesson. What did you
learn about the wax
resist process and
what media works
best.
What is the process of
creating a wax resist

Look at videos of fireworks.
Experiment with capturing movement
with crayon/pastel in sketchbook.
Look at the lines created and describe
them.
Look at photographs of fireworks.
Describe the lines made by the
fireworks - thick, thin, wide, narrow,
curved, straight, dotty, wavy, etc.

Are there some
parts of the
fireworks that
would be better
represented by the
crayons that don’t
show through as
much? e.g. the
fuzzy surrounding

Wax resist
Colour wash
Line - thick,
thin, wide,
narrow,
curved,
straight, dotty,
wavy
Wax crayons
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materials I use.I can
experiment with different
types, tones(?) and
thicknesses of line (e.g. dark,
light, wide, narrow, horizontal,
vertical, wavy, curved and
straight lines).
I can mix media to create
effects e.g. wax resist (colour)
(texture) (line)
2.I can express preferences
when looking at others’ work
giving simple reasons.
2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.

picture (remembering
the order of draw, then
paint.)
Can you remember
making a chalk
firework picture in
Year 1?

Practise copying the lines made by the
fireworks in their sketchbooks.
Create a firework picture. Children
choose whether to just use oil pastels
or wax crayons or a combination (or
even a bit of pencil crayon if they feel
this will work best). Encourage the
children to choose their materials
carefully according to what they’ve
learnt.
Then paint the wash to create the dark
background.
When finished, walk round the
classroom to look at other people’s
pictures. Describe the lines and
colours. What has worked well?

light around a
firework. Choose
media
accordingly/apply
less pressure with
the crayon in those
areas.

Oil pastels

3.I am beginning to use a
sketchbook to explore some of
the formal elements of art and
record my own observations.
1.I can experiment with a
range of materials and
processes and choose which to
use for a given purpose
according to the qualities I
notice.
I can experiment with a variety
of drawing tools – pencils,
chalks, crayons, felt tips, pens,
oil pastels (line) (shape)
(space) (colour)
I can mix media to create

I can experiment
with a variety of
media to create
images of fire.

(Potentially 2
lessons, depending
on how children
access this during the
lesson.)

Which colours are
warm; which are cool?
Which of these colours
might you see in a fire?
OR
Quick experiment
using charcoal.

Look at some photos of fire. What
colours can you see? What sort of
shapes are there? Look at artworks
depicting the Great Fire of London.

Jan Griffier (Great Fire of London,
1675)

Can you find
different ways of
combining media
that have not been
demonstrated by
the teacher?

Media - oil
pastels,
crayons,
charcoal,
paint, chalk
pastels
Experiment
Warm/cool
colours
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effects (colour) (texture)
(line)
I can consistently choose
colours for a purpose,
including matching them to the
environment.
2.I can express preferences
when looking at others’ work
giving simple reasons.
2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.

Artist unknown

Artist unknown, painted around 1670

??
Which painting do you like best? Why?
Which looks the most like real fire?
Why?
Which colours of paint have been used
for the fire? Note that the yellowy
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colours are down at the bottom near
the houses - the hottest part of the
fire.
Demonstrate different ways to
draw/paint fire using different media:
Torn or cut tissue paper stuck onto
black paper or onto white paper with
black chalk/charcoal/paint
background
Oil pastels on black paper
Oil pastel on white paper with
charcoal (new medium) sky
Chalks on black paper (Draw on
learning from year one - layering
colour and blending with finger.)
Chalks and charcoal on white paper
Paint on black paper
Paint and charcoal on white paper
Children take their sketchbook with
pieces of black paper to stick in round
stations set up with different media
and try out the different methods.
Have photos of real fire on each table
to look at.
Look at the different pictures of fire
they have created. Discuss which
media they think looks most realistic
and which they like best. Each child
chooses which media they want to use
for their final piece.
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1.I can explore and develop my
own ideas through practical
activities.
2.I can use some of the ideas,
techniques and subject matter
of other artists’ work to create
my own artwork.
2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the
materials I use.
I can mix media to create
effects (colour) (texture)
(line)
I can consistently choose
colours for a purpose,
including matching them to the
environment.
1.I can sometimes adapt and
improve my own work.
2.I can name the tools,
materials and techniques I
have been taught and am
beginning to talk about some
formal elements of art using
an expanding vocabulary.

I can paint/draw a
fire picture using my
own choice of media.

What media did you
experiment with last
week? What did you
find out about it?
Which did you like
best for making a fire
picture? Why?

Look at images of fire produced last
lesson. Show some successful ones in
each type of media and ask the
children to explain how they managed
to get the effect they did.
Children produce a fire picture (as the
background of their final piece) using
their choice of media. Encourage them
to keep going until they are happy
with their fire e.g. layer the pastels
until they look just right.

Explain in detail to
other children how
they created their
fire picture. (See
beginning of main
activity.)

Media - oil
pastels,
crayons,
charcoal,
paint, chalk
pastels
Warm/cool
colours
Background
Foreground

2.I am beginning to use a
sketchbook to explore some of
the formal elements of art and
record my own observations.
1.I can experiment with a
range of materials and
processes and choose which to
use for a given purpose
according to the qualities I
notice.

I can draw a tudor
house and transfer it
onto a foam printing
block.

What is printing? What
types of printing have
you done in the past?
OR
A warm up activity
that gets them drawing
lightly and applying
pressure.

Look at some (simple) tudor houses
and copy them/draw own versions in
sketchbooks.
Transfer onto foam sheets using biro.
Go over internal lines applying
pressure to make indents. Cut around
outline with scissors. (Some children
may need pre-cut outlines of houses
and just fill in the details.)

Think about how
the houses will look
sitting next to each
other on the street.
Design houses that
are in proportion to
each other but with
different features to
make the street
look interesting.

Print
Relief
printing
Printing
block
Background
Foreground
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2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the
materials I use.
I can create a foam printing
block and use it to create a
relief print.  (line) (shape)
(space)

(Some children may make more than
one printing block if time.)

1.I can experiment with a
range of materials and
processes and choose which to
use for a given purpose
according to the qualities I
notice.
2.I can develop and exercise
more control over the
materials I use.
I can create a foam printing
block and use it to create a
relief print.  (line) (shape)
(space)
I can draw for a sustained
period of time, showing more
control and adding more detail.
(line) (shape) (space)
(colour)

I can create the
foreground of my
picture using relief
printing.

What technique are we
using to create our
houses? (relief
printing)

Small groups take turns to print their
houses onto their fire background
(with adult help) Roll the ink on a tray
with one roller. Roll the inky roller
over the foam printing block. Turn the
printing block onto the paper and
carefully roll the back with a clean
roller to apply even pressure. Peel off
the printing block to reveal the image.
Repeat to create a street (using the
same and/or different blocks).
Rest of the class - drawing activity
linked to current topic, current story
or just free choice imaginative
drawing.

Think carefully
about the
positioning of their
houses on their
background.

Print
Relief printing
Printing block
Printing ink
Roller
Background
Foreground
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