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Glen	Hills	Primary	School	

Geography	

Statement	of	Intent	
	

Intent		

At	Glen	Hills	Primary	School,	the	Geography	curriculum	enables	children	to	understand	and	
learn	 about	 the	 world	 we	 live	 in.	 	 Geography	 is	 an	 investigative	 subject	 that	 promotes	
children’s	interest	and	understanding	of	diverse	people	and	places	along	with	an	awareness	
of	 the	Earth’s	 key	physical	 and	human	processes.	 	At	our	 school,	 lessons	are	 topic-based,	
breathing	 life	 into	Geography	 that	will	 remain	with	 the	children	 for	 the	 rest	of	 their	 lives.		
Pupils	develop	a	curiosity	and	fascination	about	the	world	as	well	as	enquiry	into	the	natural	
and	 human	 aspects	 of	 it.	 	 They	 also	 learn	 many	 transferable	 skills	 such	 as	 research,	
observation,	 measurement,	 recording	 and	 presentation.	 	 Such	 skills	 are	 revisited	 and	
embedded	throughout	their	time	at	school.	

Teachers	 at	Glen	Hills	 Primary	 School	 use	 our	 local	 surroundings	 effectively	 to	 enrich	 the	
Geography	 curriculum.	 	 Fieldwork	 in	 the	 school	 grounds,	 local	 and	 wider	 areas	 give	 our	
children	a	sense	of	community	and	an	importance	of	improving	our	environment.		Younger	
children	 explore	 the	 seasons	 and	 different	 weather	 through	 their	 senses,	 others	 explore	
their	local	village,	park	and	library	and	explain	their	opinions	about	it	and	ways	to	improve	
it.	 	 Older	 children	 take	walks	 to	 the	 local	 River	 Soar	 and	Grand	Union	 canal,	 trips	 to	 the	
Botanical	 Gardens	 and	 Bradgate	 Park	 and	 residential	 stays	 in	 Llandudno	 to	 undertake	
further	fieldwork	activities.			

At	Glen	Hills,	the	Geography	curriculum	ensures	that	children	gain	an	understanding	of	what	
the	world	has	to	offer,	their	place	within	it	and	most	importantly,	their	responsibility	to	look	
after	it.			

	

Implementation:			

The	 Geography	 curriculum	 at	 Glen	 Hills	 aims	 to	 enable	 all	 children,	 regardless	 of	
background,	 ability,	 additional	 needs,	 to	 flourish	 and	 become	 the	 very	 best	 version	 of	
themselves	 they	 can	 possibly	 be.	 	 Guidelines	 from	 the	 National	 Curriculum	 are	 met	 and	
followed,	 alongside	 our	 school	 progression	map,	 to	 ensure	 that	 skills	 and	 knowledge	 are	
built	upon	year	by	year	and	sequenced	appropriately	to	maximise	learning	for	all	children.		
Medium	term	plans	are	thorough	with	carefully	considered	retrieval	and	challenge	activities	
to	 ensure	 that	 standards	 remain	 high.	 	 Taught	 vocabulary	 is	 progressive	 between	 year	
groups,	referred	to	frequently	in	lessons	and	evident	on	classroom	displays	and	knowledge	
organisers.		

In	EYFS	and	Year	1,	Geography	lessons	are	topic	based	and	link	to	the	weather	and	seasons.		
Children	are	encouraged	to	interact	with	their	environments,	making	sense	of	their	physical	
world	and	 local	area	by	exploring,	observing	and	finding	out	about	people,	places	and	the	
environment.		In	Year	2,	children	deepen	their	understanding	of	where	they	live	and	begin	
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to	draw	comparisons	to	other	locations.		They	also	learn	about	weather	patterns	in	the	UK	
and	begin	to	use	and	draw	different	types	of	maps.		

In	 KS2,	 children	 deepen	 their	 locational	 knowledge,	 naming	 countries,	 counties	 and	 cities	
using	atlases,	globes	and	digital	mapping	programmes.	 	They	examine	human	and	physical	
geography	 in	 more	 depth,	 comparing	 different	 locations	 and	 go	 on	 to	 explore	 climatic	
zones,	rivers,	mountains,	extreme	weathers	and	much	more.		Fieldwork	is	planned	carefully	
into	each	unit	to	stretch	pupils’	enquiry	skills	and	curiosity.			

Children	are	encouraged	to	fully	immerse	themselves	to	develop	the	skills	of	a	geographer.		
The	 local	 area	 is	 fully	utilised	 in	KS1	 to	discuss	opinions	and	 improvements	 for	 their	 local	
area	and	in	KS2	to	explore	the	local	canal	and	river.		School	trips	and	fieldwork	are	provided	
to	give	first	hand	experiences	which	enhance	children’s	understanding	of	the	world	beyond	
their	locality.		Cross	curricular	links	are	evident	in	all	year	groups,	including	literacy,	maths,	
ICT,	 drama	 and	 art.	 	 Teachers	 effectively	 use	 feedback	 comments,	 routes	 to	 resilience	
stickers,	 green	pen	 comments	 and	 ‘triggers’	 to	 assess	beginning	and	end	 learning	 in	each	
topic.			

In	addition	to	lessons,	Geography	is	celebrated	across	Glen	Hills	through	themed	days,	such	
as	 Global	 Day	 in	 2022	 and	 The	 Tour	 de	 Glen	 Hills	 prior	 to	 that.	 	 Clubs	 have	 explored	
‘geography	 in	 the	news’	and	 links	have	been	made	with	 the	student	council	 to	organise	a	
treasure	 hunt	 around	 Glen	 Parva.	 	 Geography	 is	 also	 celebrated	 through	 assemblies,	
displays	around	school	and	Gardening	Club.	

	

Impact:	 

The	 Geography	 curriculum	 at	 Glen	 Hills	 Primary	 School	 ensures	 that	 National	 Curriculum	
guidelines	are	taught	in	an	engaging,	effective	way	so	that	children	have	every	opportunity	
to	succeed	by	the	end	of	year	6.		Planned	lessons,	teaching	and	outcomes	are	scrutinised	to	
ensure	that	learning	objectives	are	met	and	all	children	are	making	good	progress.		Impact	is	
also	measured	through	end	of	unit	‘trigger’	assessments,	pupil	voice	interviews	and	retrieval	
activities	during	lessons.	

By	the	time	children	leave	Glen	Hills	Primary	School	they	will:	

• Have	an	excellent	understanding	of	where	places	are	and	what	they	are	like.	
• Have	developed	a	richer	vocabulary	to	enable	them	to	articulate	their	understanding	

of	taught	concepts.	
• Have	the	ability	to	reach	clear	conclusions	and	be	able	to	explain	their	findings.	
• Be	 knowledgeable	 about	 physical	 and	 human	 differences	 in	 places	 and	 draw	

comparisons	between	these.	
• Use	a	range	of	different	maps	to	locate	and	retrieve	information.	
• Use	their	enquiry	skills	to	observe,	measure,	record	and	present	data	using	a	range	

of	methods.	
• Have	 a	 passion	 for	 and	 commitment	 to	 the	 subject,	 and	 a	 real	 sense	 of	 curiosity	

about	the	world	and	the	people	in	it.	
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