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Our aims in teaching geography at Glen Hills are:   

• To inspire pupils about the world that they live in. 
• To develop a curiosity and fascination about the world. 
• To study the location of places.  
• To look at human and physical processes and patterns.  
• To explore the relationships between people and their environment.  
• To appreciate racial, cultural and economic diversity.  
• To investigate issues and concerns of a geographical nature  
• To develop enquiry skills.  
• To use ICT skills to help in their study.  
• To enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features are shaped, interconnected and 

changed over time.  
 
Objectives:  

• To stimulate children’s awareness of their environment, building on their own experience and 
interests.   

• To develop a knowledge of three localities in the United Kingdom, a country in Europe and a 
country in a different continent. 

• To become aware of the variety of landscapes, cultures and lifestyles that exist on the earth.  
• To recognise and study the natural environment and appreciate the beauty of the world around 

them  
• To develop concern for the quality of the environment and to develop an increasing awareness of 

human effects upon this environment.  
  

• The objectives for each year group can be found in the schemes of work.  
 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
The Key skills taught in Geography are: 

• Locational knowledge 
• Place knowledge 
• Human and physical geography 
• Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS)  
Geography skills are developed through the programme of study entitled ‘understanding of the world’ in 
the foundation stage document which states:   
  
“Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and 
the environment.”   
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Practitioners should give particular attention to:  
• Activities based on first-hand experiences;  
• Observe, explore and identify features in the place they live and the natural world; 
• Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people; 
• Find out about their environment and discuss those features that they like and dislike. 

  
KEY STAGE 1 (KS1) 
In KS1, content is covered through discussions of local areas and seasons, map work, British values, 
naming continents and oceans, human and physical features and occupations within the community.  
Children learn about capital cities and All Saint’s days.  Differentiation and challenge encourage depth of 
knowledge. Necessary skills are taught to meet these criteria and new and relevant vocabulary are 
introduced. 
 
Locational Knowledge 
The countries and capital cities of the UK are studied.  The names of continents and oceans are also 
discussed with children and located on a world map. 
 
Place Knowledge 
Three localities are studied: the locality of the school and two other contrasting localities, one in the UK 
and another in a non-European country.  In these studies, pupils are taught about the main features of a 
locality, how localities may be similar and also how they differ, about the effects of weather and how land 
and buildings are used. 
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Pupils study the local environment and are taught to express views on the attractive and unattractive 
features, how the environment is changing and how the quality of the environment can be improved.  
Children also learn about the four seasons and weather patterns in the UK.  They start to discuss the 
hotter and colder regions of the world according to their distance from the equator. 
 
Geographical skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils have access to globes, atlases and maps to identify studied regions.  They use compass directions 
and directional language to describe features and routes on different maps.  Pupils are encouraged to use 
fieldwork, observations and maps to express their views about people, places and the environment.  They 
also learn to devise their own map using a key with recognisable symbols. 
 
KEY STAGE 2 (KS2) 
In KS2, pupil’s further their knowledge of the world using atlases, globes, Google Earth and Ordinance 
survey maps to locate continents, countries and cities.  Cross-curricular links are made to other core and 
foundation subjects. 
 
Locational Knowledge 
Counties and cities of the UK are studied and different countries are located on a world map with the focus 
being mainly on Europe.  The equator, Tropic of Capricorn and Tropic of Cancer are also located and 
discussed.  In UKS2, children locate the world’s countries with increasing accuracy including North and 
South America concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries and major cities.  They also identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Northern 
and Southern Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime / Greenwich Meridian and time zones.   
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Place Knowledge 
At Key Stage 2, three localities are studied: the local area, a contrasting area in the UK and a contrasting 
area in one of Europe, Africa, Asia, South or Central America. During the study of these places pupils are 
taught about the main features and environmental issues of each locality and how the features influence 
the nature and location of human activity within the localities, about differences and similarities between 
them, about recent or proposed changes and how each locality is set within a wider geographical context.  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Pupils are taught about the human and physical characteristics of the United Kingdom and the city they 
live in.  Children learn about key aspects of settlements and land use and how these have changed over 
time.  Children begin to understand what climate zones are as well as biomes and vegetation belts.  They 
also learn about the water cycle.  Children begin to think about the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water.  They learn about extreme weathers and natural disasters 
such as volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis and hurricanes along with their impact. 
 
Geographical skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils use globes, atlases and maps to identify studied regions; in LKS2, they use four-figure grid 
references whilst in UKS2, they use six-figure grid references.  Children devise aerial maps, including a 
key, of real and imaginary places.  Pupils consider different climates, considering ways in which humans 
and animals have adapted to their environment and their impact on climate change.  Pupils observe, 
measure, record and present human and physical features in the local and wider areas using a range of 
different techniques.     
 

PROCESS OF TEACHING  
Geography is taught for three half terms of the year, on rotation with History.  See year group long term 
plans on the website for more information on topics covered by each year group.   
 
The teaching of Geography varies from teacher to teacher but it will include some or all of the following:	 

• Observation/Knowledge - The world around them, their immediate                                           
environment, visits from school.  

• Television, video, radio, newspapers;  
• Visitors talking about places or professions; 
• Maps, atlases, books and photographs.   

• Enquiry - Pupils raising questions about their observations.  
• Investigation - Wherever possible this involves fieldwork.  
• Interpretation - Their own and other people’s points of view.  
• Communication - Of their findings to others. This could be done orally, in writing / pictures or by use 

of I.C.T.  
• Recording - Pupil’s book, folder of work, ICT and/or displays, evidence folders.  
• Teacher’s records of pupil’s work including photographs.  

  
All geography topics: 

• Develop knowledge of where places are.  
• Develop basic skills in map work.  
• Encourage learning outside the classroom as well as inside. 
• Encourage children to ask geographical questions.  
• Introduce children to places both near and far.  
• Challenge children’s stereotypes of people and places.  
• Make links with work in other curriculum areas.   
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• Involve the children actively in learning.  
• Stimulate their interest and curiosity.  
• Are enjoyable and fun!  

 

CONTINUITY AND PROGRESSION 
To ensure continuity and progression for all pupils, the curriculum is organised from EYFS – Year 6 to 
ensure that pupils’ knowledge and understanding of geography develops because: 

• expected subject outcomes increase in complexity; 
• studies move progressively from personal experiences to local, regional, national and global 

perspectives using guidance from the National Curriculum; 
• the curriculum becomes progressively more complex moving from discreet facts to conceptual 

awareness and generalisations about more abstract ideas; 
• the focus of what pupils learn enables them to become more informed and mature in their thinking 

and self-reflection in terms of recognising the importance of attitudes and values about the world 
around us. 

 

PLANNING  
Geography has many links with other areas of the curriculum. A topic on weather could cover attainment 
targets in Science, Maths, Technology and English.   
Cross curricular planning is regularly updated with the new NC programmes of study to ensure good 
coverage/balance of knowledge, skills and understanding is provided across the year group/key stages.  
  

ICT  
Information technology is a major resource used in geography for;  

• Communicating Information(word processing and graphics/drawing packages)  
• Handling Information (data bases, CD Rom)  
• Modelling (simulations and spread sheets)  

Geography provides many opportunities to use ICT including programmable robots (ROAMER), e mails, 
videos, CD Roms, World Wide Web and digital cameras. 
Children are given opportunities to use the internet and geographical programmes which help reinforce 
and develop their understanding.  

  
Pupils develop and apply their ICT capability in the study of Geography through these opportunities.  

• Teachers use interactive whiteboards to demonstrate websites/ information wherever possible.  
  
  

MULTI-CULTURAL EDUCATION  
During the study of an area outside the UK we aim to give the children some understanding of the culture 
and beliefs of other people and places. This element of the subject has direct links with multi-cultural and 
religious education.  
 
SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL and CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Geography is an excellent vehicle for developing children’s learning in this area.  Discussions about the 
use of the world’s resources and the impact of different events on the lives of local people deepen the 
children’s ability to understand and empathise with fellow humans across the globe.  At Glen Hills, this 
links well to our character muscles.   
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES  
All pupils will be expected to study each geography topic irrespective of race, gender, their ability, religion 
or cultural background. Mutual respect and tolerance for all cultures will be promoted through the study of 
geography.  
 

SEND/MORE AND VERY ABLE  
All learners are able to access the Geography curriculum and teachers ensure the curriculum meets the 
needs of all pupils.  Assessment grids and key-skills progression maps are regularly used so that teaching 
and learning is progressive and next steps are available to stretch GDS pupils whilst supporting those 
WTS pupils and those with SEND. 
This will often mean that specific tasks are modified or extended to meet the needs of individual pupils. 
There are a number of strategies for differentiation;  

• Differentiation by task.  
• Differentiation by outcome.  
• Differentiation by a carefully scaffolded sequence of activities.  
• Differentiation by recording.  
• Careful selection of resources / materials available.  
• More open task / creative learning.  
• Teachers use a range of approaches in styles of teaching to cater for the different ways in which 

children learn. This will include kinaesthetic, creative, visual and auditory methods.  
 
Tasks can be broken down into small steps, giving children achievable goals.  Vocabulary can be pre-
taught through use of knowledge organisers.  Word banks and visual cues can be provided where 
necessary.  Activities should reinforce children’s understanding of the subject.  The more able children 
should be given open-ended tasks and opportunities for further research and more challenging study. 
  

IMPACT  
ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING  
Teachers effectively use feedback comments, routes to resilience stickers, green pen comments and 
‘triggers’ to assess beginning and end learning to each topic.  Learners have access to challenges in 
most lessons to deepen learning and understanding.  Cross-curricular links are evident in all year groups 
to evidence a range of knoweldge and skills that are covered and the National Curriculum guidelines are 
met.   
 
The Geography co-ordinator will oversee planning and monitor pupil’s work.  At the end of each unit, key 
knowledge, understanding and fieldwork skills will be assessed by the class teacher.  The teacher will 
assess the child as either working towards the expected level, attaining the expected level or exceeding 
the expected level.   
Teachers carry out continual monitoring and assessment of pupils using a range of sources including;  

• Observation of pupils 
• Talking with pupils / spoken activities 
• Marking written work  
• Self – assessment 
• Peer – assessment / group activities 
• Maps, plans and sketches  
• Field work  
• Photographic evidence.  

 
At certain times teachers carry out specific assessment tasks. Reports on the work carried out by the 
children and their progress will be issued annually to parents.  
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Key objective statements for all year groups are collated and kept in the Geography co-ordinators file.  
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY  
Fieldwork is particularly important in geography, and it is encouraged that teachers plan opportunities to 
use the school grounds, local environment and going further afield to conduct geographical fieldwork.    
When planning a visit, teachers are aware of the school emergency procedures for trips, and school and 
county policies on visits and excursions. (Health and safety policy / Risk assessments).  
 

ROLE OF THE COORDINATOR: 
The role of the coordinator is to;  
• Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of resources for Geography by liasing with class 

teachers for wish lists and prioritising purchases.  
• Keep up to date with developments and inform colleagues as appropriate.  
• Monitor progress in Geography.   
• Keep file of examples of work/photographs.  
• Conduct an annual scrutiny to ensure good planning and coverage of topics across each year group.  
• Taking the lead in development, evaluation and amendment of schemes of work as and when 

necessary. 
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