
 

  GLEN HILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL EARLY YEARS POLICY  

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the Foundation Stage Unit at Glen Hills Primary 

School. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to 5 years old. The EYFS Framework 

supports an integrated approach to learning and care. The statutory framework is used so that children learn and 

develop well.  

Induction Process to the Foundation Stage - Prior to starting at Glen Hills  

 Parents / Carers initially receive a welcome letter and some information about the starting at Glen Hills. They 

are also sent information about signing up to our school app SchoolPing to allow us to make communication 

with the parents.  

 The 4+ teacher’s make phone calls to each parent to find out information about their child and their child’s 

interests. (Appendix 1 – New Intake Information Form) 

 The Foundation Stage Leader attends transition meetings with pre-school’s / nurseries / parents to discuss 

the needs of children who will attend Glen Hills Primary School.  

 The Foundation Stage teachers visit pre-school and nursery settings to meet the children and introduce 

themselves. We take our class bears along with us to the visits which are dressed in Glen Hills’ uniform to 

visit the children and it is used as a preschool / school link.  

 Pre-schools / nurseries send paper copies of the child’s most up to date assessments in a report format. 

 Pre-schools / nurseries are invited to visit the Foundation Stage Unit as often as they feel necessary to help 

the children in their transition process. This is during normal school hours so that they are able to meet 

other additional members of the Foundation Stage Staff and so that they can play alongside our current 

cohort of pupils.  

 For children who do not currently attend a pre-school / nursery / childminder setting or have been unable to 

visit with their pre-school, then the child’s parents are invited to visit with their child for a stay and play 

session/s during normal school hours. These are booked into a diary during the 4+ New Intake Evening for 

Parents.  

 Parents of the new intake are invited to an information evening at Glen Hills Primary School. This meeting is 

an opportunity to meet their child’s new teacher and key adults within school and to receive information 

regarding the school as a whole. It also provides parents with a chance to again informally meet the teachers 

and ask any questions. Parents receive an information pack during this evening. A presentation is given by 

the headteacher and other members of Glen Hills including The Chair of Governors, PSA member, school 

nurse and the catering team. The New Intake Welcome Power Point can be viewed on a school website. 

 The parents and children are then invited to an informal ‘Play Evening’ held in the Foundation Stage Unit and 

outdoor enclosed area.  

 Parents complete an ‘All About Me’ booklet along with their child for their new class teachers to see. This 

includes photographs of the child during different events and with family and friends. This also supports the 

child when starting school as they enjoy sharing this with new adults to them. (Appendix 2 – All About Me 

booklet) 

 Parents book a 1:1 tour with their child for a visit at the start of the Autumn Term via the SchoolPing app. 

This enables the pupil to see their classroom and for staff to walk them through their first day of school. 

Parents are also able to update us with any information about their child. This helps the new intake pupils to 

feel happier to part from their carer on their first day of school, which follows during the next few days. 

 Children join full time, at the beginning of the school year in which they are five years old. They do however 

have the option to attend part time if required.  



 

 Half of the cohort start first (the eldest pupils) and a few days later the other half join. The first half of the 

cohort help to settle the new pupils when they start school, encouraging good cooperation with forming 

new friendships. 

 After a few weeks in school parents are invited to a Parents Evening with the class teacher to discuss how 

they feel their child has settled into school routines and discuss any issues. During this meeting the parent 

can pass any information to the teacher regarding changes in family circumstances etc and the teacher can 

introduce the parents to the school and explain the EYFS and how their child will be educated.  

 Each morning parents / carers are invited to help settle their child and talk to the Class Teacher / Nursery 

Nurse if required.  

 

Organisation of the Foundation Stage  

The 4+ Unit is split into 3 classes following LEA directives of no more than 30 children in a class. Each class has a Class 

Teacher and a Nursery Nurse. Additional classroom support is also provided by 2 other adults throughout the week. 

The additional classroom support allows for the outdoor area to be accessed by the children regularly throughout 

the day, additional classroom support and preparation of activities and resources.  

There is a structure to the timetable that allows for whole class, half class and small group teaching on a regular 

basis. Phonics and Maths direct teaching is taught on a daily basis through half class teaching, with many activities 

then allowing for the pupils to apply the skills they learn through these sessions during independent and structured 

play. Individual needs / targets of the cohort and individual pupils are met through this structure of the timetable to 

allow for interventions to be put into place quickly. Throughout the year the timetable is subject to change in order 

that we meet the needs of the current cohort. We aim to keep a balanced timetable to ensure that all the areas of 

learning are addressed with equal importance.  

The Foundation Stage Unit has their own set of resources to allow for a very active, play based, explorative 

curriculum to be delivered. Each class has their own sets of resources for Maths and Phonics. Children are taught in 

their own classrooms within the unit and all topic resources are shared within the unit. 

The outdoor area is enclosed and well resourced; for an engaging environment for the pupils to learn. There is a 

mixture of fixed playground equipment for the pupils to access on a daily basis.  

 

The Curriculum 

Teaching in the Foundation Stage setting at Glen Hills is delivered in accordance with the government’s statutory 

document ’The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage’ (September 2021). This document is a 

principled approach to Early Years education, bringing together children’s welfare, learning and development 

requirements through four themes: ‘A Unique Child’, Positive Relationships’, ‘Enabling Environments’ and ‘Children 

Learn in Different Ways and at Different Rates.’.  

The curriculum is centred on 3 prime areas of learning:  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

 Physical Development  

 Communication and Language Development  

Providers must also support activities through four specific areas which strengthen the prime areas. These are:  

 Literacy  

 Mathematics  

 Understanding of the World  

 Expressive Arts and Design  



 
None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend on each 

other. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. In each area there are Early 

Learning Goals (ELG's) that define the expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS. (Appendix 3 – 

Early Learning Goals with descriptors) 

Supporting the planning of the curriculum we refer to non-statutory guidance ‘Birth to Five Matters’ and 

‘Development Matters’. 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 We ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the three characteristics of effective 

teaching and learning:  

• Playing and exploring - children will have opportunities to investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.  

• Active learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 

difficulties and enjoy their achievements.  

• Creating and thinking critically - we encourage and support children to have and develop their own ideas, 

make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

Curriculum Aims - Intent 

● To educate all children to be effective, inquisitive, independent and confident learners who develop 

‘Characteristics of Effective learning’. 

● To work closely with local preschools, nurseries and individual families to support smooth transitions into 

the Foundation Stage. Also, to ensure effective communication and strong links with parents/carers 

throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) to create a supportive environment where learning 

transcends both home and school. 

● To provide a rich, varied and balanced curriculum to inspire and engage children and nurture a love for 

learning. Our ambitious curriculum aims to understand and follow childrens’ interests and utilise these to 

provide opportunities for new learning and to consolidate and deepen existing knowledge.  

● To deliver a full curriculum that covers the seven areas of learning which is coherently planned and 

sequenced. Our curriculum aims to build knowledge, skills and cultural capital for all children, particularly 

the most disadvantaged, those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) or high needs.  

● To create indoor and outdoor environments where all children are happy learners who thrive in school and 

use all learning opportunities to reach their full potential. 

● To prepare all children including, boys, girls, SEND, GDS, EAL etc. with the skills and knowledge to achieve 

the Early Learning Goals (ELG) at the end of the Foundation Stage and ensure learners make good progress 

from their starting point. 

 

Curriculum Implementation 

At Glen Hills Primary School, the curriculum is designed to provide children with first-hand learning experiences to 

build on prior learning and to develop new skills and knowledge. It focusses on recognising and developing Effective 

Characteristics of Learning (CoEL), enabling children to develop personally, emotionally, socially through SMSC and 

also academically. Emphasis is placed on the ‘Super Seven Character Muscles’ which support the development of 

CoEL and promote skills for learning.  

Content 

The content of the curriculum is designed to provide logical progression of skills and knowledge across the seven 

areas of learning outlined in the EYFS profile. Planning takes into account children’s interests, prior knowledge and 

skills development. Development of skills is outlined through progression mapping.  



 
We recognise the importance of Communication and Language in the development of the curriculum and how this 

area impacts children’s ability to access other areas of the curriculum. We provide extensive opportunities for 

children to learn and practise these skills and focus on development of vocabulary across each topic. We adopt a 

responsive approach to planning and adapt plans to suit individuals and groups of children to meet their needs. We 

use formative assessment to identify and support children with additional needs in this area.   

In addition to Communication and Language skills we recognise that reading is key to other areas of learning. 

Teachers deliver quality daily phonics sessions with explicit teaching of sounds. These are interactive lessons 

designed to engage children with different learning style preferences. To promote an enjoyment and a passion for 

reading we read aloud to children and encourage participation in the whole school ‘Reading Miles Challenge’. We 

match home reading books to children’s phonic ability and complete weekly paired reading within school.  

Planning focuses on the cumulative acquisition of skills as well as knowledge with an emphasis on exploring and 

understanding processes. Children are encouraged to develop strategies which they can use to become more 

independent learners. 

Important themes such as British Values and Cultural Capital are promoted within the topics we choose and are 

prominent within progression mapping. They are also a big part of our daily routines such democratically making 

choices and understanding rules. 

We recognise the importance of links with parents, carers and families and have developed opportunities for them 

to participate in their child’s learning and development. For example, Grandparents’ Day (where grandparents are 

invited in for a games morning), R2R Sports Day (where parents are encouraged to participate alongside their child) 

and Aspirations Day (where adults are invited to share their life and work experiences). 

Environment 

Children in EYFS learn through playing and exploring, being active and through creative and critical thinking. We 

endeavour to provide a range of environments for them to experience learning both indoors and outdoors. At Glen 

Hills we value outdoor learning and recognise that some children thrive in this particular environment. During times 

of continuous provision, children have access to outdoor activities where they can explore and learn. This is used 

throughout the year and in all weathers. Children are actively encouraged to find and use resources they wish to use 

and to operate with a high level of independence. They are encouraged to look after the school environment and to 

take responsibility for their working areas.  

The resources provided are carefully selected to support learning objectives and encourage cumulative development 

of skills and knowledge. 

Delivery 

The curriculum is delivered through a balance of continuous provision and small and large group work. Daily guided 

activities are set up that cover different areas of the EYFS curriculum and allow children to develop their next steps 

in learning. There are also a range of stimulating child-initiated activities set up for children to access independently. 

These offer varying levels of challenge and opportunities for children to apply knowledge and skills from new 

learning.  

Teaching and assessment 

All Foundation Stage staff hold relevant qualifications and experience, their contributions are valued and included in 

both planning and delivery of the curriculum. Staff attend moderation meetings and training events where 

appropriate to ensure continuous professional development. To ensure quality teaching, all Foundation Stage 

practitioners are observed teaching. These observations take place throughout the year in the format of formal 

observations, learning walks or peer reviews. Teaching observations provide opportunities to review performance, 

share good practice and focus on areas for development.  

Formal and informal assessment of children takes place in various forms throughout EYFS. Continuous, formative 

assessment takes place to identify misconceptions and gaps in learning which is then used to provide direct feedback 



 
to children and inform next steps. Summative assessment throughout the year provides performance indicators and 

ensure all children receive the support they need to meet ambitious learning targets. All assessment aims to check 

understanding, help learners to embed knowledge and to inform teaching. 

During the first term in Foundation Stage, the teacher assesses the starting point for each child using the National 

Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) which is a statutory assessment from September 2021. In addition to this, 

teachers conduct further internal baseline assessments which allow us to identify patterns of attainment within the 

cohort, in order to adjust the teaching programme for individual children and groups of children.  

The Foundation Stage Profile is the nationally employed assessment tool that enables teachers to record their 

observations at the end of the Foundation Stage, and to summarise their pupils’ progress towards the Early Learning 

Goals. It covers each of the seven areas of learning contained in the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage. 

We record each child’s level of development against the 17 early Learning goals as Emerging or Expected. We make 

regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure that future planning reflects 

identified needs.  

Assessment in the Early Years takes the form of both formal and informal observations, photographic evidence and 

through planned activities. Assessment is completed regularly and involves both the teacher and other adults, as 

appropriate. The collection of assessment data in the Foundation Stage Profile is a statutory requirement. The 

teacher keeps progress records and examples of each child’s work.  

Phonics and Maths assessments are updated periodically throughout the year. We use O’Track to record each child’s 

progress against the Early Years Outcomes. 

At the end of the final term in Foundation Stage we send a summary of these assessments to the Local Authority for 

analysis. The child’s next teacher uses this information to make plans for the year ahead. We share this information 

too in the end-of-year report. Parents receive a mid-year report and an annual written report that offers brief 

comments on their child’s progress in each area of learning. It highlights the child’s strengths and next steps and 

gives details of the child’s general progress. We complete these in June and send them to parents in early July each 

year. 

Curriculum Impact 

The impact of our curriculum is twofold in terms of children’s academic progress and personal development.  

Children will make progress and most are working at the expected standard in all areas of the EYFS. The majority will 

have achieved a good level of development (GLD) where they have attained at least Expected ELG in all of the Prime 

Areas (PSED, Physical and Communication and Language) as well as in Mathematics and Literacy. Those who do not 

achieve GLD will be monitored and supported as they move into Year 1, with discussions with their new teachers to 

highlight areas of need. The impact of our curriculum is measured by assessment procedures which allow us to 

measure outcomes against all schools nationally. We measure the percentage of pupils achieving age related 

expectations by the end of Foundation Stage.  

In addition to academic progress, the impact of our curriculum is also measured by how successfully children move 

to the next stage of education and how effectively it helps our pupils develop into well rounded individuals and carry 

with them the knowledge, skills and attitudes which will make them lifelong learners and valuable future citizens. 

The rich and varied curriculum offers children lots of opportunities to develop personal skills and increases 

motivation and participation in activities. All of which engage children and their families and contributes to good 

school attendance.  

 

Health and Safety 

 We are a healthy school and our children receive free fruit from a Government scheme.  

 Children receive free school milk up until their 5th Birthday through a Government scheme. After this, 

parents are able to pay for their child to continue to receive the milk. 



 

 All children in Foundation Stage are offered a free school lunch (free from September 2014)  

 We encourage them to bring in a healthy packed lunch from home.  

 Children bring a water bottle to school each day. 

 Children have daily access to the outdoor area to encourage physical activity as well as daily timetabled 

physical sessions. 

 Any first aid administered is logged in the class first aid book, relevant paper work is completed and parents 

are informed either at the end of the day or if more serious incidents then a phone call to parents is made at 

the time of the accident. 

 Any medication is stored safely either in the class medical box (In the Laundry Room) or in the medicine 

fridge in the 4+ kitchen. All paperwork is logged following the school policy. Medical information about the 

child is included in the class register, on their class board and in the main staffroom. If allergy or intolerance 

to food then this is also included in the school kitchen for staff. There are a number of named staff trained to 

administer epi-pens if required. 

 Throughout the Foundation Stage year the pupils will be taught to become independent with their own 

needs for toileting and washing their hands. We acknowledge that they may have toilet accidents and we 

have spare changes of clothes if needed. Pupils are expected to start school not wearing nappies during the 

day, but we will support children struggling with this. 

 We follow the school procedure for reporting safeguarding concerns. 

 As part of our observations, displays and our school social media photographs of the pupils will be taken 

following the relevant permission given by parents. These forms are returned via our SchoolPing app as part 

of the new intake information the parents receive from us. 

 We complete risk assessments and follow the correct adult to child ratio if we undertake any off site 

educational visits. 

 The outdoor area is checked daily by a member of the 4+ team to ensure all gates are closed and that the 

equipment and resources are safe to use. This is recorded on a visual checklist and any health and safety 

concerns are reported to the appropriate member of staff at the time (Headteacher / Premises Officer / 

School Business Manager / FS Leader). 

 

Partnership With the Child’s Family 

At Glen Hills we recognise the importance of establishing positive relationships with parents, as highlighted by the 
EYFS framework. We understand that an effective partnership between school and home will have a positive impact 
on children’s learning and development. Ways in which this happens at Glen Hills are; 

• Parents completing the ‘All About Me’ booklet prior to starting school to find out information about their 
child. 

• Informal chats at the beginning and end of the day. 
• A Home-School target card (to communicate how the pupil is settling into Glen Hills). 
• Writing in the pupils Reading Record. 
• Parents supporting the learning of letter sounds and words at home through activities and games. 
• Parents engaging with online learning through Google Classroom. 
• Knowledge organisers from the Foundation Stage for parents and pupils to support topic objectives and key 

vocabulary. 
• Message sent via the SchoolPing app. 
• Whole school newsletters sent out each month. 
• Parents evenings during the Autumn and Spring Term. 
• A progress summary report during the Spring Term and an end of year report in the Summer Term for 

parents. 
• Parents and Grandparents are invited to watch the Christmas Production and the year group assembly. 
• Parents / Grandparents are invited to watch and participate in Sport’s Day during the Summer Term. 
• Grandparents Morning – playing games with pupils. 

 

Monitoring and review  



 
 It is the responsibility of the EYFS teacher to follow the principles stated in this policy. There are 2 named Governors 

responsible for the EYFS. These governors will discuss EYFS practice with the practitioners regularly and provide 

feedback to the whole governing body, raising any issues that require discussion. They Governors are also invited 

into school to observe lessons, participate in school trips and watch the 4+ Christmas Productions and Class 

Assemblies. The Head Teacher, The Schools Strategic Management Team and the Foundation Stage Leader will carry 

out monitoring on the EYFS as part of the whole school monitoring schedule. 

 

Sharon Brown – Foundation Stage Leader 

Rachel Nutbrown – Foundation Stage Shadow Leader 
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(Appendix 1 – New Intake Information Form) 

4+ NEW INTAKE FOR (INSERT DATE HERE)  – PHONE CALL WITH NEW PARENT/CARER 

DATE/S OF PHONE CONVERSATION –  

 

 

NAME 

(please check 

spelling of 

names) 

First name and surname –  

 

Name would like to be known by -  

 

PRE-SCHOOL / 

NURSERY 

Name of Pre-school / nursery –  

Location –  

How long attended -  

FAMILY Mum -  

Dad –  

Siblings –  

 

Parents together / separate? 

 

 

Other information -  

 

 

MEDICAL  

(Now or in the 

past) 

Allergies –  

 

Inhaler –  

 

Medication –  

 

Other -  

 

 

TOILETING Independent? 

 

Accidents? 

 

Wear nappies / toilet training? 

 

SPEECH Communication -  

 

Speech (pronunciation) -  

 

SALT? –  

 



 

EAL- 

 

 

SEN  

 

 

 

PP / LAC PP -Early Years Pupil Premium Funding? 

 

 

LAC -  

PUPIL’S 

INTERESTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE 

CHILD 

PSED SKILLS 

Share  / take turns –  

 

Behaviour – 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIENDS  

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER 

INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
. (Appendix 2 – All About Me booklet) 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stick a recent  

photograph of your  

child here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupHomepage.asp?GroupID=187895


 

 

My name is 

 

 

 

 

   The date I was born is………. 

 

 

 

     I live with…….. 

 

 

 



 

 

 My family…………… 

(Please write their name and relationship to the 

child. For example; Mum, Dad, younger sister, 

older brother, Grandad, Grandma…………..) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

      My pets………….                 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

In my family we celebrate…………….. 

(Birthday’s, Christmas, Diwali, Eid, Hanukkah, 

Names Day, Easter…………) 

 

 

 

 



 

Activities I enjoy…………………. 

(Dance club, football, painting, writing, drawing, 

dolls, dinosaurs, riding my bike, going to the 

park…………) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any other information that would be useful for 

my new teachers to know. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Before starting school…………… 

(Name of Pre-School / Nursery / Childminder / At home with 

Parent / Grandparent) 

 
 

I can………………. 

(please tick as appropriate) 

Activity By myself With some 

help 

Not at the 

moment 

Go to the toilet 

by myself. 
   

Put on my coat.    

Fasten my coat.    

Use a knife and 

fork. 
   

Read my name.    

Write my name.    

Count to 10.    

Count to 20.    

Draw a picture of 

myself. 
   

 



 

 

 Photographs of me, my family and 

special events that I would like to share with my                 

new teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
(Appendix 3 – Early Learning Goals with descriptors) 

Communication 
and Language 
Listening, Attention 
and Understanding 
ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions 
when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group 
interactions; - Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their understanding; - Hold conversation when engaged 
in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

Communication 
and Language 
Speaking ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Participate in small 
group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using 
recently introduced vocabulary; - Offer explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate; - Express their ideas and 
feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, 
present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their teacher. 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development  
Self-Regulation ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Show an 
understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to 
regulate their behaviour accordingly; - Set and work towards simple goals, 
being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses 
when appropriate; - Give focused attention to what the teacher says, 
responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an 
ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development  
Managing Self ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Be confident to try 
new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge; - Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong 
and try to behave accordingly; - Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding 
the importance of healthy food choices. 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development  
Building 
Relationships ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Work and play 
cooperatively and take turns with others; - Form positive attachments to 
adults and friendships with peers; - Show sensitivity to their own and to 
others’ needs. 

Physical 
Development  
Gross Motor Skills 
ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Negotiate space and 
obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others; - 
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; - Move 
energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and 
climbing. 

Physical 
Development 
Fine Motor Skills 
ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Hold a pencil 
effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost 
all cases; - Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and 
cutlery; - Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

Literacy 
Comprehension 
ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Demonstrate 
understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - 
Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; - Use and 
understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.  

Literacy 
Word Reading ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Say a sound for each 
letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; - Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; - Read aloud simple sentences 
and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 
common exception words.  

Literacy 
Writing ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Write recognisable 
letters, most of which are correctly formed; - Spell words by identifying 



 

sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; - Write 
simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

Mathematics 
Number ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will:- Have a deep 
understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number; 
- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; - Automatically 
recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds 
up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, 
including double facts. 

Mathematics 
Numerical Patterns 
ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Verbally count beyond 
20, recognising the pattern of the counting system; - Compare quantities up 
to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, 
less than or the same as the other quantity; - Explore and represent 
patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts 
and how quantities can be distributed equally. 

Understanding the 
World  
Past and Present 
ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Talk about the lives of 
the people around them and their roles in society; - Know some similarities 
and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling. 

Understanding the 
World  
People Culture and 
Communities ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Describe their 
immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps; - Know some similarities and differences 
between different religious and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Explain 
some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in 
other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – 
when appropriate – maps.  

Understanding the 
World  
The Natural World 
ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Explore the natural 
world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals 
and plants; - Know some similarities and differences between the natural 
world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand some important 
processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the 
seasons and changing states of matter.  

Expressive Arts and 
Design  
Creating with 
Materials ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Safely use and explore 
a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and function; - Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used; - Make use of props and materials when role 
playing characters in narratives and stories.  

Expressive Arts and 
Design  
Being Imaginative 
and Expressive ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Invent, adapt and 
recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; - Sing a range of 
well-known nursery rhymes and songs; - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and 
stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music. 

 

 


